My Pop Art Project    


By Frieda Pearce



To create my Pop Art for our school project, my Dad and I used this method to produce my art:


First, I had a look at Pop Art on the laptop for ideas and inspiration. Once I had a good idea about the Pop Art features (e.g. blocky colours, shading) I chose a Stormtrooper to draw. Instead of copying a Pop Art drawing, I chose a photograph, so that we could outline the shading and blocks of colour and turn the picture into a Pop Art poster. The picture I had chosen was of an original black and white Stormtrooper’s head looking side on with a dark, blurred background. 
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We then printed out a picture of the Stormtrooper I had chosen to trace the key features and eventually scan onto GIMP (an image editor app with ways to change original drawings or scans) to do the detail and colour. We used the ‘Scan’ setting on the printer to copy the traced Stormtrooper onto the GIMP app after we had traced the shading lines and a few details. When the tracing paper had been transferred onto the computer, the lines that we had drawn became pixels, which made it much more difficult to draw lines. 
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We started by going over the main lines in thick pixels, to make them more visible and defined. After we had outlined the main lines, we began to bucket-fill the areas of colour with black and white, but the scanned pencil lines were two to three pixels thick, creating a light grey edge on the inside of the bucket-filled areas. We had to erase all of the light grey pixels on the pencil lines to create a neater edge which took a long time, since we had filled most of the black colour by then. 
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We had been working on my art for a couple of days now, and our Trooper was looking quite good, it just needed neatening up around the edges. We decided that we would duplicate the edited Stormtrooper, and have lots of different coloured versions, like in the example. Using my Dad’s computer skills, we transferred the pop art image onto Paint 3D (a simpler editor app) to duplicate the picture and colour it. That part didn’t take long, as it was just bucket-filling white area. We had used quite dark colours on the Paint 3D app, so when the nearly-completed pop art was printed, the colours didn’t show up as well as on the computer.

We then had another go on the computer, and used brighter colours on the stormtrooper, and when my edited work was printed out, we decided that it was the final copy. We had duplicated the image four times, all in bright colours, and our cousin had a birthday on the first of May, so we sent him a copy of the art by E-mail for his Birthday. 

I’m very pleased with how my Art came out, I enjoyed drawing in this style, and the Pop Art blocky colours and defined lines. Though I couldn’t have done it without my Dad’s help on the Tech stuff!
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